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Abstracts

THE UNIONS – THE RIGHT TO RECOGNITION AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE 
Enzo Bartocci

Attempting to answer the question as to what were the causes, remote as some might be, that led to the birth of the trade unions,
the author brings the focus to bear mainly on the formation of that bourgeoisie that led revolution first in England, and then in France
in 1789. It was a bourgeoisie that proclaimed liberty and equality as universal values, but at the same time brought in a new, sharp
division between citizens based on private property, which then became a criterion for that ruthless discrimination that was to inten-
sify with the industrial revolution.The class struggle which the proletariat embarked on to claim equal rights reached out from the
work place to society at large, calling into question the capitalistic system as condition for that equality, as yet denied, to become real-
ity.The union and the socialist party were the forces used in the struggle, and by means of them labour acquired citizenship and the
conflict was subsequently institutionalised.
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THE BIRTH OF THE CGDL.THE CONGRESS OF MILAN 
Piero Boni

This study illustrates and assesses the sequence of events that led to the constitution of Italy’s first trade union, the Confederazione
Generale Italiana del Lavoro (CGdL – Italian General Labour Confederation), on October 1st, 1906.We survey the economic, polit-
ical and cultural background in the first decade of the 20th century, against which industry, agriculture and the first workers’ organi-
zations in Italy’s major cities developed.The CGdL was born in response to two needs: coordination of union action, by now press-
ing after the strike of 1900 and 1904, and the necessity to take bearings between reformist and revolutionary unionists. The first
Congress vindicated the supremacy of the reformist current subsequent to lively, polemical confrontation.As from the year 1906 the
reformist line was to prove ever more prevalent in the Italian union movement.

SOCIAL PROBLEMS IN THE SEASON OF THE CONGRESSES 
Emilio Gramegna

On the occasion of the International Exposition of Milan in 1906 a great many congresses of international scope were held,
notably on the subject of labour and the fundamental matters of the world of work, from the protection of workers and mutu-
al aid to labour medicine, unemployment and the new social security systems. It was in the context of these congresses and the
ideas aired there that the Congress of the leagues of resistance saw the birth of the “Confederazione Generale del Lavoro”
(General Labour Confederation) at the end of September. In particular, the International Congress for the fight against unem-
ployment promoted by the Humanitarian Society of Milan offered a significant platform for discussion and debate, with the par-
ticipation of representatives – institutional or otherwise – from the whole of Europe.The room dedicated to these issues in the
press thus reflects the great interest in questions of labour and the formation of a network of international relations encour-
aged by these congresses, leading the development of industrial relations and social governance ventures into an area that
reached beyond national frontiers.

THE CONGRESSES AGAINST UNEMPLOYMENT IN EUROPE BETWEEN 1906 AND 1910
Maria Grazia Meriggi

Between 1906 and 1910 Milan and Paris hosted two congresses dealing with the problem of unemployment, analysing its causes with
remarkably innovative approaches, although the proposals that emerged remain unclear.The role played by the protagonists -union-
ists, politicians, philanthropists and mutualists – and by the state in funding and supplying subsidies brings us back once again to the
central question of the different interpretations,“from below” and “from above”, of the welfare state.These dates, coinciding with the



foundation of the CGL and the institution, in France, of the Ministère du Travail, also prompt thoughts on the relationship between pub-
lic institutions and the institutions of the labour movement.

“L’OPERAIO ITALIANO”:AN EMIGRANT UNION AND ITS JOURNAL
Andrea Panaccione

This paper reconstructs the history and treatment of major issues of the “Operaio Italiano” (The Italian Worker), the organ of the
“Confederazione Generale del Lavoro” in emigration, edited by Bruno Buozzi.Analysis of the journal published in Paris from 1926 to
1939 casts light on the main features of a union that operated mainly among Italian emigrant workers, but also on certain constituent
elements (marked politicisation, the need to have its role recognised in Italy as a whole, the value attached to “labour unity” and the
cultural tradition of the Italian labour movement) of the organization that would become the CGIL, living a long season subsequent
to the Second World War.

THE ROLE OF TRADE CATEGORIES IN THE UNION MOVEMENT 
Gianfranco Petrillo

The aim of this paper is to draw attention to the force the individual trade unions were able to draw upon – often in contrast to the
images and interpretative criteria now prevailing – at decisive moments in the general, political and union history of Italy in the 20th
century. Among the least studied of the categories, particular attention is merited by the port, transport and post-office workers,
together with workers in the public services, on the sea and in the railways. Many of these categories found themselves in situations
charged with great political tension, and in issues central to the history of the union movement, such as the strike in the public serv-
ices. Generally speaking, analysis of these specific aspects can enhance our knowledge of the movement as a whole and in its various
parts, and indeed of the role played by the unions in an ever more complex society.

THE CGIL AND INTERNATIONAL SCENARIOS IN THE 20TH CENTURY 
Pasquale Iuso

This paper traces out the path taken by the CGIL in the course of its history in the 20th century in relation to the international sce-
narios. The author places particular stress on three aspects of the story: emigration, the Cold War, and the processes involved in
European integration. In fact, the international history of the CGIL can be observed in many aspects of its own specific activity:
throughout the 20th century the unionism of the CGIL has not been simply a matter of organization, conflict, bargaining, conquest
and defence of rights in the strictly Italian context, but also one of sustained and diffused expression of a heritage of values and rela-



tions that mark out the lines of the union’s international activity. From the ideals of international solidarity among workers and, more
generally, among all peoples, pursuing the cause of security for Italian workers in the world, to direct participation in the most impor-
tant international union organizations and organising the fight against fascism in exile, as well as the problems of the Cold War and
the processes of economic integration in Europe, the CGIL has traced out a major path in modern history.


