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Introduction 

Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini Srl SB and Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini ETS (hereinafter referred to as 

“FGB”) acknowledge the necessity of protecting children and adolescents from any risks of harm, violence, 

abuse and discrimination. FGB is committed to safeguarding all children and recognises the importance of 

establishing protection measures and tools to keep children safe during the activities in which they are 

involved, including the protection of personal data collected during research activities. 

 

Policy Purpose and General Principles 

This policy establishes the guidelines aimed at safeguarding the fundamental rights of minors and promoting 

their inclusion, in full compliance with applicable local, national, European, and international regulations. 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure the appropriate care and protection of children and adolescents during 

the conduct of scientific research and projects activities carried out by FGB, guaranteeing the protection of 

their dignity and well-being, in accordance with the Constitution of the Italian Republic, the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child1 (1989), the European Convention on Human Rights2 (1950) and related 

case law of the European Court of Human Rights, as well as the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the 

European Union3 (2000). 

Specifically, the objectives of this policy are to: 

• Raise awareness among FGB staff and collaborators about the importance of safeguarding minors 

involved in project implementation activities. 

• Establish standards for the protection of minors involved in FGB projects and research activities. 

• Promote the adoption of procedures aimed at preventing or mitigating potential risk situations for 

minors directly or indirectly involved in projects and research activities. 

• Promote the adoption of procedures aimed at managing concerns that may arise during the activities 

involving children. 

This policy applies to all activities organised, implemented or supported by FGB, including projects, 

programmes, events, and partnerships with external stakeholders. It applies to employees, collaborators, 

volunteers, interns, suppliers, and any other relevant party. 

To ensure transparency, the current Child Protection Policy (available in both Italian and English) is published 

online on the FGB website for public access. It will be made available to all FGB community in order to ensure 

a widespread dissemination of the policy and its principles among all individuals engaged with FGB, and in 

particular those involved in activities with children. 

 

Article 1 – Definitions 

For the purposes of this policy, the following definitions shall apply: 

1. Minor 

Any individual under the age of 18, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child. 

 
1 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child | UNICEF  
2 European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) | EUR-Lex  
3 Charter of Fundamental Rights | Official Journal of the European Communities 

https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/EN/legal-content/glossary/european-convention-on-human-rights-echr.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/charter/pdf/text_en.pdf
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2. Adolescent 

Any individual aged between 14 and 18 years. 

3. Consent 

A freely given, specific, informed, and unambiguous indication of the subject's will. 

4. Informed consent to participate in research 

An explicit authorisation given by a participant (or by their legal representative) after being fully 

informed of the purpose, risks, benefits, and procedures of the study, in accordance with applicable 

ethical standards. In the case of minors, consent by the individual holding parental responsibility must 

be combined with the minor’s assent, unless the minor clearly lacks the capacity to understand. 

5. Personal data 

Any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person, as defined by Article 4, No 1 of 

Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the 

protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement 

of such data (hereinafter “GDPR” or “the Regulation”). An identifiable natural person is one who can 

be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to identifiers such as a name, identification 

number, location data, online identifier, or other elements specific to the physical, physiological, 

genetic, mental, economic, cultural, or social identity of that person. 

6. Special categories of personal data 

Personal data revealing racial or ethnic origin, political opinions, religious or philosophical beliefs, or 

trade union membership; genetic data; biometric data for the purpose of uniquely identifying a 

natural person; and data concerning health, sex life, or sexual orientation. 

7. Incidental finding in research 

Unexpected or unplanned information arising during the course of a study that may have ethical, legal, 

or personal implications for the participant, such as the discovery of an unknown medical condition, 

environmental risks, or evidence of abuse. 

8. Principal investigator (Scientific coordinator) 

The FGB staff member or contracted collaborator designated to oversee a study or project. This 

individual is responsible for ensuring ethical compliance, participant safety, and proper data handling. 

9. Violence, abuse, and neglect 

Any form of harmful treatment inflicted upon a minor, including: 

• Physical abuse: Intentional acts causing physical harm. 

• Sexual abuse: Involvement of a minor in sexual activities, regardless of consent or understanding. 

• Emotional/Psychological abuse: Behaviours that harm the mental health of a minor, such as 

threats, insults, or manipulation. 

• Neglect: Failure to provide adequate care or supervision, compromising the child’s well-being. 

Such conduct is unacceptable under any circumstances and must be reported in accordance with 

established procedures. 

10. Privacy and confidentiality 

The principle whereby all personal data collected in the context of research must be handled in a 

manner that ensures maximum protection against unauthorized access, use, or disclosure. Such data 

may only be processed for ethically and legally permissible purposes, following informed consent from 

the data subject or their legal representative, and in full compliance with the GDPR and applicable 

national legislation. 
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11. Risk assessment 

The process of identifying and mitigating potential risks that may impact the welfare, privacy, or safety 

of minors involved in research activities. 

12. Stakeholder 

Any individual or entity involved in or affected by research activities, including minors, parents or legal 

guardians, researchers, principal investigators, and regulatory authorities. 

 

Article 2 – Core Principles 

FGB adheres to the following core principles: 

• Best interests of the child: All decisions and actions must prioritise and promote the physical, mental, 

and emotional well-being of the child. 

• Non-discrimination: Every child is entitled to protection without distinction based on sex, gender 

identity, ethnic origin, religion, socio-economic status, or any other condition. 

• Participation: Where appropriate, children must be heard and actively involved in decision-making 

processes that affect them. 

• Transparency: All FGB activities must be conducted in a clear and accountable manner, with 

adequate information provided to the parents or legal guardians of the minors involved. 

 

Article 3 – Scope of Application 

This policy applies to: 

• All activities – including research – conducted, sponsored, or supported by FGB, as well as to the 

implementation of projects under its supervision.  

• All FGB employees, collaborators, researchers, partners, and third parties involved in the 

management, collection, processing, and storage of data relating to minors. 

• Any data collected through interviews, questionnaires, observations, or other research tools. 

All staff members, collaborators, researchers, partners, and third parties represent the organisation and are 

committed in safeguarding minors during the projects’ activities implementation. 

Researchers must ensure that all data is collected and processed in accordance with this policy. Likewise, 

partners and third parties are required to enter into specific data processing agreements aligned with the 

provisions of this policy. 

 

Article 4 – Purpose 

The objectives of the Child Protection Policy are as follows: 

• Ensure the safety of minors: Guarantee that every child involved in FGB activities is protected from 

all forms of abuse, exploitation, or neglect. 

• Promote a safe environment: Establish a setting where minors feel welcomed, respected, and 

supported. 
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• Prevent inappropriate conduct: Minimise the risk of potentially harmful situations through preventive 

measures and active monitoring. 

• Effectively manage issues: Address and manage any issues that may arise while working with 

children, ensuring timely and adequate responses. 

• Raise awareness: Enhance awareness and understanding among staff, partners, and the wider 

community about the importance of child protection and how to safeguard their well-being. 

 

Preventive Measures 

Article 5 – Operational Procedures 

The following operational procedures are intended to safeguard children and prevent any misuse of information 

collected during research activities. 

1. Staff recruiting and training: FGB shall follow clear procedures while recruiting staff, collaborators, 

interns and volunteers, and deliver specific training sessions to those who are involved in activities 

with children. 

2. Informed Consent: Prior to initiating any activity, including research, FGB is committed to obtaining 

written informed consent from the parents or legal guardians of the minors involved. 

3. Data Minimization: FGB shall collect only the data strictly necessary for the stated purposes of the 

research. 

4. Secure Storage: FGB commits to storing data on secure servers located within the European Union, 

accessible exclusively to authorized research personnel. 

5. Anonymization: FGB shall anonymize all data wherever possible, in order to safeguard the identity 

of minors. 

6. Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA): FGB undertakes to carry out a data protection impact 

assessment for any research activity that may present significant risks to the rights and freedoms of 

minors. 

7. Data Sharing with Third Parties and Organizations: FGB shall not transfer personal or sensitive 

data to third parties or to national or international organizations. 

8. Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Automated Data Processing: FGB is committed to promptly 

informing data subjects (minors and their legal guardians) when AI technologies or automated 

processing procedures are used in the handling of their data. 

 

Article 5.1 - Staff recruiting and training 

The staff selection and recruitment process adhere to the principles outlined in this Child Protection Policy.  

For specific roles involving interaction with children and minors, this procedure ensures that all recruited 

professionals meet the necessary qualifications and are fully capable of working with children and minors.  

The staff selection and recruitment procedure for roles involving work with children and minors includes the 

following actions. 

• Thorough review of CVs: A detailed examination of candidates’ CVs, with particular attention to their 

past professional and voluntary experience, especially in roles involving children and minors. 
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• Motivational assessment: Questions designed to understand the candidates' motivations for 

applying for the position and their commitment to the welfare of children and minors. 

• Skills and competency evaluation: Targeted questions aimed at assessing the candidates’ ability to 

work effectively and safely with children and minors. 

• Reference check: Request and evaluation of at least two professional references. 

• Background check: Comprehensive vetting, including the submission of a certificate of pending legal 

proceedings and a criminal record certificate of the candidate. 

All staff members, including employees, collaborators, interns, and volunteers, who are involved in any 

capacity with activities involving children, are required to participate in specialised training sessions. This 

ensures that participants are well-versed in child safeguarding and protection principles and equipped with the 

necessary skills to work with children in a safe and professional manner. The training content aligns with the 

principles outlined in this policy and will be made accessible to all participants and staff members. 

 

Article 5.2 – Informed Consent for Participation in Research Activities 

As part of the preventive measures outlined in this Child Protection Policy, the collection of informed consent 

is a fundamental element in ensuring respect for the rights and dignity of minors involved in FGB’s research 

activities. 

Prior to the commencement of any activity, it is mandatory to obtain explicit consent from parents or legal 

guardians, accompanied – where appropriate and feasible – by the assent of the minor, taking into account 

the child's age and capacity to understand. 

Information about the research methodology and objectives must be provided through appropriate information 

sheets, in a clear and accessible manner tailored to the intended audience. These materials must outline 

potential benefits, risks, and the measures in place to ensure the privacy and security of personal data. 

Consent must be freely given, informed, documented in writing, and revocable at any time without any 

consequence for the minor. This process ensures that participation in research activities is always voluntary 

and consistent with principles of child protection and well-being. 

 

Article 5.3 – Protection of Personal Data 

FGB is committed to safeguarding the personal data of minors, including the use of images, and ensures that 

such data is processed in full compliance with applicable legislation, particularly with the General Data 

Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the data minimization principle established under Article 5 of the 

Regulation. 

Where consent is identified as the appropriate legal basis for data processing, such consent must be obtained 

from the individual holding parental responsibility, in accordance with Article 6(1)(a) and Article 9(2)(a) of the 

GDPR. 

In all cases, except as provided for under Article 14 of the GDPR, consent for the processing of a minor’s 

personal data must be preceded by a privacy notice in accordance with Article 13 of the GDPR. 

The display and publication, in any format or medium, of the minor’s personal image for research purposes 

shall comply with Article 10 of the Italian Civil Code and Articles 96 and 97 of Law No. 633 of 22 April 1941 

(Italian Copyright Law). 
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Where possible, consent must be obtained from the individual exercising parental responsibility. In the case 

of an adolescent, their personal consent must also be obtained in addition to that of the legal representative, 

unless the adolescent is evidently incapable of discernment. In the event of a conflict, the adolescent’s 

expressed will shall prevail. 

 

Article 5.4 – Data Minimisation 

As part of the preventive measures set forth in this Child Protection Policy, data minimisation represents a 

core principle for ensuring the protection of minors during the collection and processing of personal information. 

FGB is committed to collecting only the data strictly necessary to achieve the specific objectives of research 

activities or projects, and to avoid the collection of irrelevant or excessive information. All data must be 

processed in compliance with applicable data protection regulations and retained solely for the duration 

necessary to complete the related activities. 

This approach ensures that each phase of the data processing lifecycle – from collection to storage – is guided 

by the principles of lawfulness, fairness, transparency, and proportionality, in alignment with the overarching 

aim of protecting the dignity, privacy, and physical and psychological well-being of minors. 

 

Article 5.5 – Data Retention 

Personal data shall be retained only for the period strictly necessary to fulfil the purposes of the research, 

unless legal obligations require extended retention. 

At the end of the retention period, data must be deleted or irreversibly anonymised in accordance with 

formalised and documented procedures. Any transfer of data to third parties or to third countries will take place 

solely under the condition of adequate safeguards, in accordance with Articles 44 et seq. of the GDPR. 

All personal data collected and processed within the scope of research activities are stored on secure servers 

located in the European Union, accessible exclusively by authorised personnel. Access credentials are strictly 

personal and subject to periodic audits. This framework ensures maximum data security against unauthorised 

access, accidental loss, alteration, or unlawful disclosure. 

 

Article 5.6 – Anonymisation of Personal Data 

The anonymisation of personal data is a fundamental safeguard to ensure confidentiality and the protection of 

information relating to minors involved in FGB’s activities. 

Anonymisation refers to the transformation of personal data in such a way that the data subject can no longer 

be identified, either directly or indirectly, in accordance with the definitions set forth in the GDPR. 

FGB undertakes to implement anonymisation processes whenever personal data of minors are no longer 

necessary for the purposes for which they were collected or processed, or where identifiable data retention is 

not justified by legal obligations or other applicable legal bases. 

The anonymisation process must be planned and implemented using advanced techniques – such as data 

generalisation, masking, or aggregation – ensuring that the information becomes irretrievable and cannot be 

attributed to a specific individual. 

Furthermore, the data controller must document the anonymisation procedures in detail and periodically 

assess their effectiveness, employing up-to-date technological solutions to mitigate risks posed by evolving 

technologies. 



                                                                                               

 
 
Child Protection Policy   9 

Once properly anonymised, the data are no longer subject to data protection regulations. However, FGB shall 

take appropriate measures to ensure that anonymisation is performed securely and that the original data are 

protected throughout the process. 

When full anonymisation is not feasible or does not meet the specific needs of the organisation’s activities, 

pseudonymisation will be considered as an alternative safeguard. In such cases, FGB shall maintain high 

standards of security and confidentiality, in accordance with the provisions of the GDPR. 

Through these measures, FGB reaffirms its commitment to upholding privacy and children's rights, ensuring 

that the processing of their personal data is always conducted in compliance with applicable regulations and 

fundamental ethical principles. 

 

Article 5.7 – Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) 

The Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA) is a critical measure to ensure that any research activity or 

processing of minors’ personal data complies with the safety and protection principles established by the 

GDPR. 

The DPIA is conducted in advance, in accordance with Article 35 of the GDPR, whenever processing is likely 

to result in a high risk to the rights and freedoms of natural persons—particularly when involving vulnerable 

groups such as minors, who require enhanced protection. 

The DPIA process involves a comprehensive analysis of the purposes of the processing, the categories of 

data involved, collection methods, storage and access protocols, and the potential impact on data subjects’ 

privacy and security. 

In line with the principles of “privacy by design” and “privacy by default” (Article 25), the DPIA shall identify and 

implement appropriate technical and organisational measures to prevent or mitigate risks—such as 

pseudonymisation, restricted access, access control systems, and data encryption. 

To ensure transparency and participation, the DPIA process involves data protection experts, the Data 

Protection Officer (DPO), and, where appropriate, competent supervisory authorities. This proactive approach 

ensures that potential risks are effectively mitigated, thereby protecting the right to privacy and security of 

minors participating in research activities. 

 

Article 5.8 – Data Sharing with Third Parties and Organisations 

FGB guarantees that personal data collected during its activities shall not be disclosed, transferred, or 

otherwise shared with third parties, nor with national or international organisations. 

Exceptions to this rule are permitted only in cases expressly provided for by applicable legislation or upon 

obtaining the explicit, freely given, and informed consent of the data subjects—or, in the case of minors, the 

individuals holding parental responsibility. 

This commitment is aimed at safeguarding the privacy and rights of minors, in accordance with the principles 

of transparency, security, and data protection. 

 

Article 5.9 – Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Automated Processing of Personal Data 

FGB is committed to ensuring transparency in the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems and automated 

data processing procedures, particularly when such technologies are used in the context of activities involving 

minors. 
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To this end, data subjects—including minors, within the limits of their capacity to understand, and individuals 

exercising parental or legal responsibility—shall be clearly and comprehensibly informed about the use of such 

technologies. 

The information provided will include, but is not limited to: 

• the purposes of processing, 

• the functioning of automated systems, 

• and the technical and organisational measures adopted to ensure the security, fairness, and protection 

of personal data, in accordance with Articles 13, 14, and 22 of the GDPR. 

 

Article 6 – Code of conduct  

FGB has a zero tolerance towards any child abuse or neglect and is committed to upholding the highest 

standards to safeguard children and minors involved in our activities.  

All staff members – including employees, collaborators, interns, volunteers, and any other individuals 

collaborating with FGB – are expected to adhere to the following standards. 

• Do not put in place any actions of violence, abuse or neglect, or that can may lead to a risk for children. 

• Do not act any forms of emotional abuse, including humiliation, degradation, etc. 

• Avoid inappropriate, offensive language and discriminatory behaviour with children. 

• Do not engage in any physical or sexual relationships with children and minors. Refrain from any 

physical or sexually provocative conduct. 

• Ensure that all children are treated with respect safeguarding their dignity. 

• Avoid any form of discrimination, favouritism or differential treatment, fostering an inclusive and non-

discriminatory environment. 

• Respect each child's right to privacy and maintain appropriate professional boundaries. 

• Adhere to all measures of data protection as described above in the present policy. 

• Design and organise the activities with children considering all possible risks in order to minimise them. 

• Empower children raising awareness about their rights and encourage them to voice any concerns. 

• Foster a culture of openness that encourages the reporting and discussion of any concerns. 

• Maintain accountability among staff to ensure that poor practices or potentially abusive behaviours are 

addressed. 

 

Article 7 – Reporting  

All staff members who collaborate at any title with FGB must contribute to safeguarding children’ 

fundamental rights and creating a safe environment for them. Therefore, they are required to report any 

concerns or issues involving children that they are aware of or reasonably suspect. Reporting must be 

addressed to a designated member of FGB in the role of child protection officer. 

Concerns related to any form of abuse, exploitation, neglect, or violations of children's fundamental rights must 

be notified immediately and confidentially. When reporting, the individual should provide as much relevant 
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information as possible to assist the child protection officer in taking appropriate action. A sample Issue 

Reporting Form is attached to this Child Protection Policy. 

The reporting procedure is confidential and ensures the full protection of the children's privacy rights. Any 

personal data shared is essential to ensure timely and appropriate intervention. 

 

Article 8 – Monitoring and Review 

All FGB staff members are committed to ensuring that this Child Protection Policy, along with its principles and 

procedures, is respected and applied. 

This policy shall be reviewed annually or whenever changes in applicable legislation occur. 

FGB is committed to continuously improving its practices to ensure the highest level of data protection 

for minors and all other data subjects involved in its activities. 

 

Contact 

For any questions or reports related to this policy, please contact: info@fgbsrl.it 

Telephone: +39 06 44249625 
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ANNEX 1 – Sample of Issue Reporting Form  

 

Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini Srl SB - Fondazione Giacomo Brodolini ETS 

Child protection policy – Issue reporting form 

 

DETAILS OF THE SITUATION 

Please provide detailed information about the situation you witnessed or suspect. Include a clear description 
of the circumstances and identify any individuals involved. 

Date and time: 

Place: 

Type of issue: 

Activity in which the minor was involved (if applicable): 

Description: 

 

 

PERSONAL DETAILS OF THE CHILD/MINOR INVOLVED (if applicable) 

Full name: 

Age:  

Sex: 

Address: 

Contact details (if applicable): 

 

Have you intervened in the situation? Please explain. 

 

 

Were there any other witnesses present during the incident? 

 

 

Additional information 

 

 

Reported by 

Full name: 

Contact details: 

Date and signature 


